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Campus. This ar's  themes,
‘Restore, RESam-Habbua0fRy
Paths to Climate Action,
axplores: how communities,
artistes, farm- ers, storytellers
and sustain- able enterprises
are collectively respending to
the climate crisis through
culture, creativity and everyday

T @l will feature
work-  shops  on
|nd|c,‘en::lL.s food tra- ditions and
climate resilience, folk music
and sterytelling performances, :
theatre engage ments, preview

markeiplace
ethica and eco-conscious
brands and collectives. We
speak to Mercy Kappen (co-
founder of Visthar) and MNazar
PS ([co-cura- tor of Bhoomi
Habibag) to learn what festival-
goers can expect from this
year's edition
Could you break downthephilosoph
behind this year's themeandhowithag
been physically andconceptuallywovd
into the layout, designandinteractive
spaces acrass the campusthisyear?
Mereyet page e
focused heavily on specific
crises — like the water crisis,
plastic pallution or building
general climate resilience.
This year, ‘Restore, Reclaim’
moves the focus from surviv-
ing climate change to actively
exploring solutions. ‘Restore’
is about healing our dam
ecosystems, soil and water
ies and restaring our symbieti
relationship with the sarth.
Reclaim' |s about common pe _
ple taking back their power an jhat was the care vision when
ownership aver environmentalfelecting this year's musicians, folk b
,oi.,r.mw The core philos ‘—-phyand indigenous artistes?

s that the most sustainable MNazar PEUI core :
pa ths to climate action belongle find artistes who de not just
communities working tegethefiNg about nature, but whose
at the grassroots level This yedpry identities and survival are
the physical layout is explic- tied to it. We pricritised folk
itly categorised to map cut cofands, indigenous musicians
munity paths to climate actior@nd grassroots cultural groups.
When vou walk in through GatEese communities are deepl}
1, you are immediately greeted@Wware of climate change and its
by interactive soil exhibitions IMpact on lives and [iveli- hoods.
and com po;tmr} zones to visudpey have spent genera- tions
ise ‘Restoration.’ We a featudecumenting agricultural
information campaigns here, Struggles and adaptation strat-
including setups by Azim Frenggies through oral traditions.
University and the ClimAetive The goal was fo give margina-
Initiative, to ground visitors inlised voices a major platform to
community-led solutions righttell their own stories, shifting the
fram the start. The interac- climate narrative away from
tive zones are scattered underacademic panic and toward
our tree canopy — expanding human resilience.
fram the Temple Tree spaces Who are the headline performers
down to the CRC Courtyard, thiiis year and how do their specific
Rain Tree and our mango and acts translate complex climate
chikku orchards. This drasti- issues
cally reduces the need for teminto accessible art?
parary, wasteful structures. Mercy: )
Signs and installations are Art simplifies what sci-
made entirely from upcycled ence can sometimes make
campus waste and our water intimidating. This year, our lineup
stations showcase local rainwdeatures the Indian Folk B.—ﬂd
ter harvesting. who will deliver enviren- ment
14 Songs breaking down how shifts

in weather patierns

]
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Impact traditional crop cycles.
MNearby on the same stage,
Parvathy Narippatta and Ajay
Srinidhi present Echoes of
Kabhir, translating deep oral
wisdom inte human stories.
COver at the Amphitheatrs,
Megha Mazlhar will perform
Breathing Roots, a somatic
movement perfermance that
visualises data about forest
degradation. The musical
energy culminates in a heavy
percussion concluding event
fromm 5 pm ta 7 pm at the
Amphitheatre, featur- ing Balu
Djermbe, a tamote team from
Chitradurga and special
theatre and dance
prasentations.

Theatre engagements at the habba
are known for being deeply
thought-provoking, What specific
topics, contemporary
environmental plots or grassroots
struggles will the theatre groups
focus on this year?

Nazar, Our theatre section s
focusing heavily on contempo-
rary, real-world conflicts this vear,
Audiences  will see perfor-
mances tackling the human cost
of rapid urban expansion, corpo-
rate exploitation of indigenous
lands and the systemic reslities of
environmental injustice -
particularly how climate change
hits marginalised women and
rural communities hardest
These reabwoarid struggles will be
brought te life across the cam-
pus landscape rather than on
traditional stages. Renuka Renu
will stage Peetree right under the
shade of the tamarind tree, while
a dedicated production by
Mariyamma Chudi will be per-
formed under the mango tree.

What kind of talks are scheduled to
help attendees translate policy-
level  climate  anxieties  into
callecrive civic actions?
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Mercy: We know people are anx-
ious about the environment,
but don't know where to start.
Cur conversation circles are
specifically designed to bridge
that gap. Instead of bering, top-
down lectures, we have interac-
tive talk circles featuring com-
munity leaders, urban activists
and grassroots organisers, At
the Main Office space, Ramya
lyer will host Story Heart Circles

ter for naturally dyed handlooms,
khadi and upcycied garments

Whar sustainability-focused activities

and interactive learning setups can

green-minded adults actively participate

in during the day?

B! Hobba is very much
an active, participative festival
rather than a passive viewing
experience For adults, we have
a packed lineup of practical

to help attendees process cllmate\,mrkshops running all day con-

anxieties. To rransiate these feel-
ings into direct civic action, we
have hands-on interactive ses-

currently acress our campus.
Visitars can learn the physi-
cal craft of recycling fibres at

sions like the Woste Manogementscihars Srujana Recycled

Warkshop by the ClimActive
nitiative, as well as Theotre
for Climate Action led by Ravi
Rarmaswamy and performative
storytelling by Anish Victar.

Why is reviving indigenous culinary

wisdom critical to reclaiming our dimag: ipants through mechanical

Paper Unit, engage in tactile cre-
ation with the Abheek Acadermny
team or give DIY upcycling and
block-printing activities a try.

For those interested in sus-

tainable engineering, Antara

Mukherjee will guide par

future and what hands-on experiencesiifh ki puppet-making using
eco-friendly materials. Finally,
for attendees locking to under-

participants expect?

Nazar:

Reclaiming our food system

is one of the fastest ways to fight
climate change because indig-
enous culinary wisdom relies

on biodiversity and hyper-local,
climate-resilient ingrediants
that require minimal water and
zero chemical fertilisers. At the
Mandapa, Kashmira Rao from
the Athmashakti Trust will

lead & specialised workshop on
Incligenous Food Traditions.
Stalls like the Timboktu Collective
will serve authentic Rogi Mudlde
and Notu Kodi Chicken, while
Smitha's Kitchen showeases
regional coastal resilisnce with
Appam, Stew and Malabar Fish
Curry, You can also sample tradi-
tional, nutrient-dense regional
meals a2t the Bandhavi Khanavali
stall andhealthy, gut-friendly
millet dishes at The Tummy
Temple.

The marketplace featuras over 70 ethical
and eco-conscious brands and collectives.

What can consumers shop for here?
Mercy: For shoppers, the market-
place is a massive, low-waste life-
style destination spread across
specialised curation zones.
The CRC Courtyard serves

asa core hub for arganic
farm staples, heirloom
millets and sustainable
crafts. The Aala Zone
forms a dedicated clus-

stand urban biodiversity first-

hand, David Sebvaraj will lead an
immersive Nature Waolk directly
through our eco sanctuary.

Entry? "50. June 6,

1Qam -7 pm.

At KRC Rood, Dodda Gubbi.

— Srushti Kulkarni
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